
Special Meeting 
RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS 

 

OKANOGAN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 

June 21, 2016 
 

6:00 PM     Juvenile Detention Discussion 

The Okanogan County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on June 21, 2016, with, 
Commissioner Ray Campbell, Commissioner Sheilah Kennedy, and Laleña Johns Clerk of the Board 
present. Commissioner DeTro attending personal business elsewhere.  
 

The Board of Okanogan County Commissioners convened at 6:00 PM. 

 

Discussion-Juvenile Detention  

The room was half full of mostly county employees who appeared to be Juvenile employees. There were 

Judges Culp, Rawson, Edwards, Short and Grim; Dennis Rabidou, Attorneys Reinhold, Public Health 

Official Lauri Jones 

 

A sign in sheet was circulated and agenda was set out for whomever wanted a copy. 

 

Commissioner Campbell announced the time is here. He thanked the group for coming and stated it was 

the last meeting. He opened up the meeting. 

 

Director Huston stated there were changes to share based on his direction from the commissioners. 

Judge Culp does have a statement. Director Huston will discuss the details of his direction.  

 

Judge Culp thanked everyone and addressed the commissioners. Tonight was originally set to discuss 

legal issues he had concerns about. He appreciates that opportunity, but believes it is not necessary now. 

Before getting to those issues he has prepared an opportunity before them. Over the last several weeks 

the board has learned about a number of things regarding the center. He listed those specific topics we 

have learned. The process began VERY simply. He stated the purpose and the answer obvious, not one 

person has spoken in favor of other than keeping our local facility. At this time and for the sake of 

everyone in the room to show the people in the room of the juvenile department decide now tonight to 

keep the center open keep kids here allow staff to do their jobs with the BOCC full support. They are not 

here to discuss the costs, which is for another day. What is in the best interest of the kids in Okanogan 

County? ON behalf of the staff he asked the board to decide this. He believes the commissioners agree. 

 

Commissioner Kennedy stated the board had pretty much made their decision after the last meeting. 

Commissioner Campbell stated yes financial concerns needed to be looked at due to being led to believe 

there were structural and other issues creating a safety issue.  A resolution will be drafted for formal 

adoption.  

 

Judge Culp acknowledged and thanked the juvenile staff for being here and he didn’t think they would be 

needed. Then he asked the BOCC to make a decision to keep kids here and show a vote of confidence of 

our staff.  
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Commissioner Kennedy stated confidence in the staff comment must be addressed. That was never once 

part of their consideration in this whole process. Staff would have been our top priority if we decided the 

other option as well and wanted to make that clear. 

 

Director Huston went over the agenda. 

 

Next Steps. Commissioners have directed him to prepare a resolution which will order that we work 

towards keeping the facility in tact indexing the record and organized and part of the resolution that is 

adopted so that 50 years from now that will be articulated. Part of the process will be to prepare an RFQ 

to bring someone in to do an assessment of the facility. Use a 20 year planning window according to 

planning law. Broad strokes examine infrastructure, capacity does it have the space to provide the 

service, generally rolls into technology to put together a modular list which turns in to our budget with a 

one year construction plan. That is the product we should see when the experts do their job. All paths will 

lead to a ballot issue. There are two options 1/10 of 1% General Obligation bond, and property tax, with 

the voters having the final say. 

 

The findings of fact will be put together so it is easy to tract, and in one spot. The RFQ will follow and 

revenue identified for that work and the cost for it. Then the creation of a revenue bond or general 

obligation bond. That is his instruction. We should have a draft resolution in couple weeks. 

 

Judge Culp stated a consideration in the board’s ability without a vote of the people such as the 1/10th 1% 

under RCW 82.14 and the same we fund the Therapeutic Court Funds. The apportionment would include 

the cities in that revenue. Commissioner Campbell stated the board did wish to consider.  

 

Director Huston explained what the GO bond might generate what and a revenue bond might generate 

annually. We don’t know what those revenues would pay for. This is what the commissioners have 

directed him to put together. Questions? 

 

Judge Rawson commented and stated his appreciation of this opportunity to work with Judge Culp and 

Dennis Rabidou and further thanked the commissioners for this time to address the board throughout all 

the hearings. He thanked everyone who participated in the process as a citizen their input is valued, 

public employees, agencies, and those interested were thanked. He had other things he reserved for 

later. When we started out he did not have a clear understanding of what was going on. He did feel the 

commissioners were going to shut down the facility, it is more than that and it is important that people 

participate in the process. He talked about Jury trials and practicing our constitutional rights, it is a 

democracy in action. He further thanked the commissioners. He knows it isn’t pleasant when decisions 

affect people’s lives. He joined with Judge Culp in a vote of confidence and appreciates the BOCC for the 

decision tonight, he further thanked the citizens of the county. 

 

Gail Swagerty Coulee Dam Council member. She was asleep on some of the matters until the mayor 

brought it to her board’s attention. She learned a lot and makes her realize public apathy and she realizes 

she is also apathetic. She felt keeping the facility here was the best thing and thanked the board for that. 

She stated she has learned a lot through this process and thanked the commissioners’. 

 

Commissioner Campbell reiterated his thanks. Commissioner Kennedy stated it would have been easier 

to not have this discussion but the board felt the people needed to be part of the discussion and provided 

with an opportunity to speak. That is the process the people stand for. Through the entire process 
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gathering the information she believes and feels strongly that we have a very good accounting of the 

record in the event this conversation happened with all the supporting information. She is confident that 

the board did their job here. Commissioner Campbell stated the maintenance and upkeep of our facility 

and it takes dollars. Okanogan County is struggling to get ahead of the game. They wish to help the 

community to generate the revenue so this service can continue.  

 

Commissioners Kennedy, DeTro and Campbell were each served a lawsuit from Superior Court Judges 

and Dennis Rabidou. The person serving said papers noted he was to ask specifically was told to serve 

the papers between 7:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. during the Juvenile Detention meeting. 

 

Commissioners’ signed and sent letters to the Tonasket EMS EMT’s regarding the timeframe for Life 

Line. 

 

Executive Session RCW 42.30110 (1) (i) 

Commissioner Kennedy moved to go into executive session at 6:35 p.m. for 15 minutes with DPA Albert 

Lin to discuss matters regarding legal matters to which the county may become a party. Motion was 

seconded, all were in favor, motion carried. 

 

At 6:50 p.m. Commissioner extended the session another 5 minutes. 

 

Commissioner exited executive session at 6:55 p.m. no decisions were made.  

 

Commissioner Campbell adjourned the 7:00 p.m. 

 


